
Teaming Up for Student Success 

 Itôs 10:00. Do you know what your children are watching? 

When the television announcer asked this question when I was a child it always seemed odd 

to me. Of course my parents knew what I was watching. They were watching with me. After 

all, we had only one TV.  At the time, the phone was still attached to the wall and few peo-

ple had computers at home. In fact, the one computer in the classroom at school had a 

monochromatic screen and limited capability. 

Times have changed. Today, we have access to media in many forms. While technology has 

many positive aspects, it also exposes our teens to a lot of things that werenôt available to many of us when 

we were their age.  Cell phones with text messaging, picture messaging, and Internet capabilities allow stu-

dents access to each other and to all sorts of material any time of day, from anywhere. 

Perhaps the question, today, should be ñDo you know what your children are doing?ò 

Monitoring teensô activities is just one of the ways parents can help students succeed. 

A recent Education Week article, by Debra Viadero, reports on the work of Harvard researcher, Nancy E. 

Hill, suggesting parents provide support for academics by: 

Communicating their expectations for their childrenôs achievement. 

Discussing learning strategies. 

Fostering career aspirations. 

Linking what children were learning in school, or were interested in learning, to 

outside activities. 

Making plans for the future. 

For many students, achieving increased success may be as simple as getting more sleep.  An article in the 

December 2009 issue of Educational Leadership suggests that ñadolescents tend to be more sleep deprived 

than younger children.ò (Bergin and Bergin) The authors suggest students should go to sleep at the same 

time on weekends as they do during the week.  Other tips for better sleep include: ñeliminating conditions 

that disturb sleep ï such as noise, stress, light, lack of exposure to daylight, and some medicines.ò Addition-

ally, ñlarge meals, exercise, TV viewing, computer use and caffeine consumption in the hour before bed-

timeò should be avoided (Roehrs & Roth, 2008). 

Schools also need the support of parents. The partnership between parents and school can help schools bet-

ter serve students and families. If you are not already involved, consider joining Algonquinôs PTO. This 

organization was just formed this year, but is already off to a great start. The meeting calendar can be found 

within this newsletter. 

Middle school tends to be a time when children are branching out and often trying to push their parents 

away. While it is great to begin to give middle school aged students more freedom and responsibility, they 

still need our guidance and support ï perhaps, now more than ever. Monitoring com-

puter and cell phone activity, supporting academics, assuring adequate sleep, and 

becoming involved with school are just a few ways parents can help guide their mid-

dle school students toward success. 
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Encourage Positive Behavior 

ÈPolite 

ÈParticipate 

ÈPride 

 

ÈPositive 

ÈPrompt 

ÈPrepared 
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HOW TO CONTACT YOUR 
STUDENTS TEACHERS BY    

E-MAIL  

D id you know that you could contact any of your childôs teachers using  E-mail?  If you have any questions or 

concerns that would be directly related to the teacher, the e-

mail address is: 

 

Éa@cvs.k12.mi.us 

 

Éais the teacherôs initial of first name  and the teacherôs 

complete last name spelled out. 

 

Here is an example: scasteel@cvs.k12.mi.us 

ALGONQUIN ALERT  

ALGONQUIN MORNING DROP OFF 

PROCEDURES! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

Our number one concern is the safety of our stu-

dents.  If these procedures are   followed, it will make a 

great and safe start to every morning. 

1)  All parents dropping off students should use 

the side (west) parking lot. 

2)  Please pull in the west driveway (2nd from 

Charter Oaks) and pull all the way forward toward the 

back of the school where the side entrance is located. 

3)  Please do NOT stop at the sidewalk to drop off 

your child.  A number of   vehicles and students have 

been causing traffic problems and safety  issues. 

 

When picking up students after school, please park in the 

west lot and wait for your child. 

      

Thank you for your cooperation.   

ATTENTION   8th   GRADE   PARENTSATTENTION   8th   GRADE   PARENTS   

Reminder:Reminder:Reminder:    

Cell phones and other electronic devices shall be turned off 

and stored away out of sight during the school hours and on 

all school vehicles. 

 

Violations of this policy may result in dis-

ciplinary action including confiscation of 

device. 

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Use  

Attention All 8th Grade Parents  

Chippewa Valley High School  will be hosting an  informational meeting to help educate parents on the sched-

uling process and help make a smooth transition to the High School.  The meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

March 8th at 7:00pm in the Chippewa Valley High School Auditorium (just inside Entrance A).  Topics covered 

will be:  helping your son or daughter schedule classes, graduation requirements, attendance policy, getting 

involved in clubs & athletics and academic help available.  An opportunity for questions and answers will also 

be provided.  The meeting lasts about an  hour.   

We hope to see you there!  

-Chippewa Valley High School 9th Grade Guidance Counselors:  

Mrs Jennifer Frohiock, Mrs. Debbie Wall & Mrs. Nadia Given  
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Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONTACT YOUR STUDENTôS TEACHER FOR YOUR SPRING CONFERENCES. 

When? March 10th & March 11th -6 P.M. to 8:20 P.M. (By appointment.) Not 1/2 days for students. 

Conferences with team teachers are by appointment only. 

Specials teachers do not schedule appointments and are available for ñdrop inò conferences on a first 

come basis. 

Enhancement and Tutorial teachers are not available during regular conference 

times. If you wish to speak to them, please make arrangements directly. 

6th Grade and 8th Grade Advanced Math and X-Team conferences will be March 

9, 2009.  7th Grade Advanced Math conferences will be March 12, 2009 in the 

morning. 

                   Reminder:   School will be dismissed at 11:10 A.M. on March 12th 

Kroger Reward Program 

Five minutes of your time can help Algonquin purchase technology! 

Earlier this year, Kroger completely changed their rewards program.  The money we earn as a school 

is based on how much Algonquin spends at Kroger compared to all of the other schools in the pro-

gram.   

We are asking that everyone (and everyone you know who is willing!)  sign up at the Kroger service 

desk using a special barcode.*  Approximately ten days after you sign up, you will see that your re-

wards go to Algonquin on the bottom of your receipt.  If Algonquin does not appear on your receipt, 

please phone 1-877-576-7587 to update your member information with Kroger.   

This is a simple way for our school to earn money that helps to pay for the technology products we use 

in our school.  In the past we have purchased printer cartridges, microphones, headphones and much 

more. 

*Please email alongquinscrip@yahoo.com for the barcode or pick up a form in the office. 

Denise Lynch ð President  

Shannon Rupkus, Vice -President  

Rhys Blair, Treasurer  

Kelly Holman, Secretary  

Diana Biondo, Communications  

PTO meetings are held at 7pm in the Media Center  

December 15  

January 26  

February 23  

March 23  

April 27  

May 25  

Join Us! 
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Algonquin Community Partners 

Help Algonquin earn extra money to use for supplies and supporting student activities 

by utilizing some of the following easy fundraising opportunities. Many involve shop-

ping at places or for things you already do on a regular basis. 

 

 

Business Benefit Access 

Box tops for educa-

tion 

Money to Algonquin Media 

Center 

Turn in box top labels from General Mills cereals to 

media center. 

Campbellôs Soup 

labels 

Supplies for Algonquin Me-

dia Center 

Turn in labels from Campbellôs Soup products to 

media center 

GFS (Gordon 

Foods) 

Money to Algonquin Applications available at Algonquin office. 

Meijer Money to Algonquin Register for a Meijer 1 Card online at Mei-

jer.com/rewards or pick up an application in Algon-

quinôs office. 

Organization code: 536320 

Print cartridges Money to Algonquin Media 

Center 

Turn in used printer cartridges to media center. 

Paper recycle bin Money to Algonquin 7th 

Grade Camp fund 

Place used newspapers, etc. in recycling bin in Al-

gonquinôs west parking lot. 

Scrip Money to Algonquin tech-

nology AND money for in-

dividual families 

Monthly purchase of gift cards through Scrip pro-

gram 

Target Money to Algonquin Target charge card ï specify Algonquin Middle 

School 

Verizon Wireless Money to Algonquin Flyers available in Algonquinôs office. 

www.firstinstrument

.com 

  

Points earned for band in-

strument purchases/rentals 

go toward purchase of 

school-owned instruments. 

www.firstinstrument.com 

SMART ID: Cs0583 

http://www.firstinstrument.com
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 SCHOOL 

CLOSING  

INFORMATION  

 

Listen to WWJ News radio 

950 around the clock for 

school closings.  WWJ 

reports school closings at :10, 

:20, :35, and :50 past the 

hour.  

Call 248-557-0411 for a 

complete listing of closed 

area schools. 

Chippewa Valley Schools is 

in need of substitute Lunch 

Monitors, and Food Service 

workers.   

If you are interested please 

apply with PESG.  You may 

call 1-866-subpass or check 

out the website:  

www.subpass.com 

BULLETIN BOARD  

CALENDAR NOTES  

12/21ð1/03 Holiday Break 

1/04ï Classes Resume 

1/22ï Prof Developmentï No School for Stu-

dents 

2/15-2/19ï Mid Winter Break  

2/22ï Classes Resume 

3/9ï 6th & 8th Grade Advanced Math & X-

Team Conferences 

3/10 & 3/11ï Parent Teacher Conferences 

Evening Only 

3/12ï Dismissal at 11:10am 

7th Grade Advanced  Math Conferencesï AM  

 

4/2-4/9ï Spring Break  

4/12-Classes Resume 

 
Go confidently in the direction of 
your dreams.   

Live the life you imagined.  

 - Henry David Thoreau 

 

 

Announcing our first ever Chippewa Valley Tech-

nology Expo at Chippewa Valley High School in 

the media center.  This expo will be an evening 

event, showcasing student use of technology at all 

levels across all areas of our curricular and specials 

areas.  The theme of the first yearôs expo is Beyond 

the Classroom Door.  We are cordially inviting 

you, our community and parents to attend this 

event.  Students will present technology projects 

completed in the K-12 classroom by demonstra-

tion. 

What kind of projects? Moviemaker, PowerPoint, 

writing, distance learning activities and music com-

position software.   

Also featured will be an example of the 21st Cen-

tury Classroom, the next step in providing all Chip-

pewa Valley students with the technology skills 

they need to have to participate and succeed in a 

global job market. 

 

Check out our sports programs, 

Honor Roll, B
and, Choir, S

taff, 

Calendar and more at our web 

site:  

  www.cvs.k12.mi.us/algonquin
 

 

Bookmark this page if y
ou want to 

return  

 

Mark this 

one on your 

calendar!  
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SPORTS  

 

Tryouts for volleyball will begin in mid Janu-

ary.  You must have a physical on file! Good 

luck to all! 

 7th Grade 

Head Coach: Stan Zatkoff  

8th Grade 

Head Coach: Rachel Wiedyk 

 

Tuesday  02/09/09  Home Lanse Creuse North Crusaders 

Thursday  02/11/10  Home Iroquois Panthers 

Tuesday  02/23/10  Home Wyandot Hawks 

Wednesday 02/24/10  Away Powell Jr. Bulldogs 

Monday  03/01/10  Away Lanse Creuse Central Lancers 

Thursday  03/04/10  Home Lanse Creuse Central Lancers 

Tuesday  03/09/10  Away New Haven Rockets 

Wednesday 03/10/10  Home Lanse Creuse South Sabres 

Tuesday  03/16/10  Away Iroquois Panthers 

Thursday  03/18/10  Home Seneca Jaguars 

Tuesday  03/23/10  Dakota Middle School Tournament    
 

ALGONQUIN ALERT  

 

Thanks to all that tried out and congratulations to the following 

students for making the teams: 

ALGONQUIN EAGLESô BOYS BASKETBALL 2009/2010 Schedule 

Algonquin Eaglesô Boys Basketball 

ALGONQUIN EAGLESô GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 2010 ALGONQUIN GIRLS  

VOLLEYBALL PLAYERS  

7th Grade 

Andrew Aziz  Michael Battista  Julian Braxton  Ethan Jerry  Eric Lipscomb 

Brandon Nikpreljevic Devin Page  Kevin Pickelsimer  Daniel Prentice  Kyle Zaremba 

Joe Sayranain  Jacob Shorkey  Grant Sylvester  Charlie Towner  Jordan Wells 

Head Coach:  Mr. Vitale 

8th Grade 

Adrian Daniel  Justin Demara  Michael Frank  Ken Gwinn  Joey Martin        

Jose Martinez    Terry Mathis  Deshion Mial  Brandon  Muraszewski Kevin Reidt       

Anthony Sandoval  Andrew Santilli  Perry Stewart  AJ Turner  Dôwan Woods 

Head Coach:  Mr. Zatkoff 

Day Date Home/Away Opponent 

Monday 12/7/09 Away Lanse Creuse North 

Thursday 12/10/09 Away Iroquois Panthers 

Monday 12/14/09 Home Lanse Creuse Central 

Thursday 12/17/09 Home Powell Jr. Bulldogs 

Wednesday 01/06/10 Away Wyandot Hawks 

Thursday 01/07/10 Home Seneca Jaguars 

Day Date Home/Away Opponent 

Thursday 1/14/10 Away Lanse Creuse Central 

Tuesday 01/19/10 Home New Haven Rockets 

Thursday 01/21/10 Away Lanse Creuse South 

Sabres 

Monday 01/25/10 Home Iroquois Panthers 

Wednesday 01/27/10 CVHS Wyandot Hawks 

Thursday 01/28/10 Away Seneca Jaguars 

7th Grade plays first at 3:30, 8th Grade follows 

7th Grade  plays first at 3:30, 8th Grade follows 
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Sports Contôd 

DIRECTIONS TO AWAY GAMES  

 

IROQUOIS MIDDLE SCHOOL - 48301 

ROMEO PLANK  

School is located on the west side Romeo Plank, 

between 21 and 22 Mile Road. 

 

WYANDOT MIDDLE SCHOOL - 39490 

GARFIELD  

School is located on the east side of Garfield 

between 17 and 18 Mile Road. 

 

SENECA MIDDLE SCHOOL ï 47200 

Heydenreich 

Located at 21 Mile and Heydenreich  

 

LôANSE CREUSE MIDDLE CREUSE ï 

CENTRAL ï 38000 REIMOLD 

Located east of Crocker, north of 16 Mile 

Road. 

 

LôANSE CREUSE MIDDLE SCHOOL ï 

SOUTH ï 34641 Jefferson 

16 Mile Rd. to Harper, turn right.  One-half 

mile to Shook Rd., turn left.  Continue on 

Shook until Shook blends into Jefferson. 

 

MT. CLEMENS MIDDLE SCHOOL  ï 155 

CASS 

Located on Cass next to Mt. Clemens High 

School. 

 

CLINTONDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL ï 

35300 LITTLE MACK  

Take 15 Mile Rd. to Little Mack and turn 

left. 

 

Sportsmanship Makes Us All   Winners! 

Athletic contests can be very fun and exciting. 

They provide an opportunity to come together 

with family and friends and root for your team. 

Poor sportsmanship can turn these wonderful 

events into something less special. On the other 

hand, good sportsmanship makes us all winners: 

spectators, athletes, coaches, and officials. Each 

of the schools against which Algonquin com-

petes in interscholastic competition has adopted 

a simple set of expectations: BE RE-

SPECTFUL, BE RESPONSIBLE, BE 

SAFE. You will see these guidelines 

posted in our gym. Some of the behaviors that pro-

mote good sportsmanship are: 

Be RESPECTFUL 

Refrain from disruptive behavior. 

Accept decisions of Coaches and Officials. 

Cheer positively. 

Arrange a ride beforehand. 

Be RESPONSIBLE 

Place litter in designated areas. 

Please help others remember the rules. 

Keep hands and feet to self. 

Be SAFE 

Enter and exit in an appropriate manner. 

Stay within the spectator area. 
 

Please follow  these guidelines at all athletic 

contests, home and away. We will all benefit. 

Sportsmanship begins with you! 

 

WINTER 2009  

The 2009-2010 student council elected officers are: 

President-Rachel Walny 

Vice President-Sheridan Wood 

Secretary- Madeline Wozniak 

Treasurer-Megan Gerhardt 

Communications Officer-Megan Wozniak 

Student Council for 2009 -2010  

We are currently working on a Winter Wonderland dance.  

It is going to be on December 15th.  It is going to be really 

fun and we hope that everyone participates!  We will try to 

make many more fun events for you to enjoy in your year  

at Algonquin! 

The Student council officers are 

determined to make this school 

year a great success!
 

Student Council Meeting Dates  

December: 4th & 18th  

January:  8th & 22nd  

February:  5th & 12th  

March:  5th & 19th  

April: 16th & 30th  

May:  14th & 28th  

June:  11th  
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TURKEY TROT XVIII UPDATE  

 The 2009 Turkey Trot is history and it left its mark as one of 
luckiest trots of all time. From the start of the eighth grade to the last 
sixth grader across the finish line, the race was filled with enthusiasm 
and endurance. The weather was excellent as the sun shone brightly 
on all three races. Each grade began their activity with a pep rally in 
the cafeteria. School and team pride was creatively displayed at the 
ñYell Like Heckò Contest as the runners prepared for the race. All of 
our 6 Pôs for Success, prepared, polite, positive, prompt, pride, and 
participate, are embodied in this school-wide activity. We came close 
to our goal of 100% participation with only a handful of students unable 
to participate due to illness or injury. Thirty Instant Winners from each 
grade won prizes that were secured by the PTO, teachers, and parent 
donations. 

The Class of 2010 was a very competitive and spirited group. 
Twenty-seven runners finished the race in sub-eight minute times, and 
thirty-six more runners completed the course in less than 10 minutes. 
The cheers and excitement spilled out onto the track and the race be-
gan with a fervent pace. The first boy to finish was Rudy Thiel, repre-
senting the Simmon and Glaeser Globetrotters. Rudy promised his 
parents that he would bring home the family turkey and he did just 
that! The first girl across was two-time winner, Rachel Walny repre-
senting Mrs. Knapp and Mr. Cammarataôs Global Guardians. The 
Globetrotters claimed this yearôs Macro Award with 190 points. The 
Green Lanterns shined their little light into second place, and the 
Global Guardians protected third place. 

 The seventh grade contest was also a positive one with 19 
runners in sub-eight minute times, and another 30 runners in under the 
10-minute mark. With a score of 135 points, the Pickelsimer-Szachta 
Spirit Eagles beat out the others for the Macro Award and team party. 
The Petrous/Wills Owls received bonus points from the first place fin-
ishes of their teammates Nicole Dear and Mike Battista.  The individual 
winners each claimed 15-pound turkeys for their families.  Hooting into 
second place were the Owls, with the howling Skyotes from Ms. Le 
Cureux and Mr. Bellomo finishing in third place. 

 The sixth grade ran last and finished with 3 sub-eight minute 
times and 25 additional runners under 10 minutes.  The winner with 
128 points was the Water Warriorôs team from Ms. Trombley and Mrs. 
Neumann. That team was helped by the bonus points won by the indi-
vidual winner Anthony Rinaldi. The girl winner, Elena Manaus, earned 
points for Mr. Petterle, Mrs. Mc Dougall, and Mrs. Kingôs Water Drop-
lets. The Water Droplets dripped into second, and the Tidal Waves 
from Richter/Wahl rolled into third place.   

 A special thank you from the Algonquin community 
goes to Mrs. Diane Barlow who tirelessly coordinated the 
volunteers who secured prizes, worked the course, and con-
tacted the media. Thanks to the generous donations of gifts 
and volunteer time, Trot Central was able to distribute over 
one hundred Instant Winner gifts to Algonquin runners. The 
PTO was a huge help and the inflatable turkey was a big hit. 
Among the Turkey Trot XVIII benefactors were the Wilson 
family, the Hoekstras, the Strolis family, the Torgow/Kusaks, 
the Gerhardt family, the  Montgomerys, the Dwyers, Oak-
tiques, the Barlow family, the LaFatas, the Willis family, the 
Muraszewskis, the Sylvesters, the Thiels, the Doyles, Olivia 
Clarkôs family, the Sells, the Dourghalis,  Mrs. Petrous, the 
Laurence family,  Mrs. Simmon, the Calandrinos,  Mr. 
Kozlowski, Mrs. Groth, Mr. Cammarata, Mr. Zatkoff, and the 
Dudek family. Many other parents lined the route and en-
couraged the runners or lent a helping hand at the finish 
line. Helping along the route were Ms. Grove, Mr. Aziz, Ms. 
Roberson, Mr. Jackson, Ms. Brown, Ms. Torgow, Ms. 
Manaus, Ms. Walny, Ms. Monteleone, Ms. Buyas, Mr. Blair, 
Mr. and Mrs. Schroll, Ms. Crumm, Ms. Battista, Ms. Lail, Ms. 
Laurence, Ms. Barr, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Holman, Mr. Schifflett, 
Ms. Pozio, Mr. and Ms. Montgomery, Ms. Dudek, Ms. Letti-
eri, Ms. Towner, Ms. Baril, Mr. Hurley, the Barlows and Kyle, 
Ms. Arnold, Mr. Zanchetta, and Ms. Zerillo. Thanks again, 
we couldnôt do it without you.   

 

Submitted by: 

Jill Simmon 

18th Annual Turkey Trot  

ALGONQUIN ALERT  


